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Congress Party East Midwest South West Total

104th Democrats 54 46   64 40 204

Republicans 45 59   73 53 230

Other   1     1

109th Democrats 58 40   51 53 202

Republicans 36 60   91 45 232

Other   1     1

111th Democrats 77 54   62 63 256

Republicans 18 46   80 35 179

112th Democrats 64 35   40 54 193

Republicans 31 65 102 44 242

113th Democrats 62 35   41 63 201

Republicans 28 59 108 39 234

Table 18-1  �Distribution of House Seats by Region and Party

East = Conn., Del., Maine, Md., Mass., N.H., N.J., N.Y., Pa., R.I., Vt., W.Va.; Midwest = Ill., Ind., 
Iowa, Kan., Mich., Minn., Mo., Neb., N.Dak., Ohio, S.Dak., Wis.; South = Ala., Ark., Fla., Ga., Ky., 
La., Miss., N.C., Okla., S.C., Tenn., Texas, Va.; West = Alaska, Ariz., Calif., Colo., Hawaii, Idaho, 
Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Ore., Utah, Wash., Wyo.

states that Romney carried in 2012. Plus, there is only a single Republican seat 
for the Democrats to target in the East. Clearly, the geographic situation is far 
more favorable to Republicans than it was in 2012, although it is important to 
recall that Republicans were favored to regain the Senate two years before each of 
the past two election cycles. 

Given the growing regional base of the two parties in the House and Senate, 
the decline in the number of moderates in both parties, the increased ideological 


